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NEWS RELEASE

HANDS OFF THE COOKIES  - EPC CALLS FOR CRUCIAL AMENDMENTS
 AT THIS WEEK’S  EP PLENARY
The fight against misconceptions concerning “cookies” - the user-friendly Internet tool used by the advertising and e-commerce industry to authenticate users and speed-up and simplify use of the Internet goes on in the face of calls for web site owners and publishers to provide advance information on the use of “cookies”. The European Publishers Council (EPC) is seeking amendments to the draft text during the next stage of the European Parliament’s Second Reading next week (19th March).
Industry had hardly finished celebrating the Commission’s proposed compromise for an “opt-out” system when the Council amended the wording requiring that  information about “cookies” be given “in advance”.  
EPC Chairman, Francisco Pinto Balsemão said: “This last-minute change by the Council makes a nonsense of “opt-out”.  The cost of informing consumers in advance and re-engineering our web-pages to comply would be just as onerous as the initial EP proposal requiring “prior consent”.  It would cost companies millions of Euros and severely disadvantage EU companies in relation to non-EU competition and thus undermine the EU’s strategy to build a competitive European e-commerce and publishing industry.”
Mr Balsemão said: “We accept the obligation upon web site owners to provide notice to customers about the use of cookie techniques on their sites – and to include links to information on how to reject cookies and prevent their storage on the user’s hard disk.  
“However, it is in the consumer’s interest that a proportionate approach be taken and that the legislation allows for a balance between the best possible functionality of the web – and users’ privacy rights.  We have proposed a number of amendments along with other media industry colleagues, which would achieve this important balance.”
For further information, or a copy of the letter sent to MEPs, please contact Heidi Lambert Communications in Brussels on Tel: +32 2 732 5546 or Angela Mills in the UK on Tel: +44 1865 310 732.
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