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NEWS RELEASE

LAST MINUTE COOKIES AMENDMENTS VITAL TO ECOMMERCE AND ONLINE PUBLISHING INDUSTRIES:

CRUCIAL CHANGES PROPOSED IN ADVANCE OF EP COMMITTEE VOTE, 17-18 APRIL
A crucial amendment on cookies, the user-friendly Internet tool used by the advertising and e-commerce industry to authenticate users and speed-up and simplify use of the Internet, has been proposed by MEPs Charlotte Cederschiöld and Ana Palacio in advance of a key vote in the European Parliament’s Justice and Home Affairs Committee later this week (18 April).  This vote is part of the second reading on the directive on the processing of personal data and the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector.  The Parliament will vote in Plenary in May.

The amendment removes the word “prior” from the text, meaning that users and subscribers must still have access to clear and precise information about the purposes of cookies or similar devices – but not in advance of a cookie being sent. The text also still allows the user the opportunity to refuse to have a cookie or similar device stored on their terminal equipment.

Balsemão said: “We strongly urge the European Parliament to accept these amendments.  The online publishing industry could happily accept this compromise which would achieve the Commission’s objectives of protecting consumers and offering consumer choice, whilst removing unnecessary and financially crippling obligations on the part of e-commerce and other online businesses.”

For more information on cookies, or a copy of the proposed amendments, please contact Heidi Lambert Communications in Brussels on Tel: +322 732 5546 or hlc@skynet.be
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