
UK GOVERNMENT REPORT ON IPR AND DIGITAL RIGHTS IN LINE 

WITH PUBLISHERS’  

‘BIG IDEA’ BEING LAUNCHED AT THE  

EU’S DIGITAL ASSEMBLY ON 17 JUNE 

 

The European Publishers Council (EPC), representing 29 leaders in the newspaper, 

magazine, book, journal, internet, online database, radio and TV sectors in Europe, 

has welcomed the UK Government’s Hargreaves review of Intellectual Property 

Rights which puts copyright and IP rights at the heart of the government’s strategy for 

innovation and growth.  Adapting the legal framework will be key alongside creative 

ways of licensing content including through the creation of a digital rights exchange, 

a one-stop shop for rights clearance for the use of online content. 

 

The EPC is demonstrating its own rights expressions and clearing project at the EU’s 

Digital Assembly in Brussels on June 17 - an idea selected by Commissioner Neelie 

Kroes and her department as one of just seven “Big Ideas” to be progressed to help 

grow the digital economy. The EPC’s idea, cited in the Hargreaves Report, centres on 

standardising rights expressions and automating transactions to facilitate a fully 

functioning “copyright-aware” internet.  

 

The EPC welcomes the fact that the Hargreaves Review is not advocating that the 

Government should itself create this Digital Copyright Exchange but rather to bring 

together all relevant interests and find ways to overcome divergences of interest, 

including using Government money to fund some of the development. The aim is to 

establish a network of interoperable databases to provide a common platform for 

licensing transactions.  

 

Angela Mills Wade, EPC’s Executive Director said:  “We support the 

recommendation that Government has a role in sponsoring the steps needed for the 

market to establish itself.  What is crucial is something that can be easily adopted by 

other countries, that will scale elegantly and that can be defined and developed by the 

market, not by regulators.  A 21
st
 century workable standards infrastructure is the 

essential first step to fulfilling the report’s claim of making “the UK the best place in 

the world to do business in digital content”.” 

 

However, the report is clear that industry is the key to providing the solution and the 

EPC’s “Big Idea” is cited along with another EPC-led online copyright project, 

ACAP,
1
 as work already being progressed to address online copyright issues.  

 

Angela Mills Wade said: The real challenge, and the real solution, lies in harnessing 

technology to streamline rights clearance. Creating this infrastructure - or, rather, 

linking together and making interoperable what already largely exists (Creative 

Commons, ACAP, ONIX, ARROW, for example) - does not require a change in the 

law, it requires 21st century tools to ensure that existing copyright law works.    We 

publishers are working on developing possible solutions in this area to make it easy to 

“click, find, use and pay if necessary” for the content desired.  We are delighted to see 

that the UK Government is on a similar track.” 

 

                                                 
1
 Automated Content Access Protocol (ACAP) www.the-acap.org 



UK Prime Minister David Cameron announced this IPR review earlier this 

year but sparked fears amongst content owners when he appeared to be in the 

thrall of Google, saying that Google told him they could never have launched 

in the UK because of the UK’s copyright regime.    

Regarding proposals for new exceptions to copyright Angela Mills Wade cautioned: 

“Exceptions should always be an instrument of last resort and strictly limited in order 

that they do not undermine the commercial exploitation of copyright material. 

Harnessing technology to innovate in licensing should be the preferred route and 

exceptions introduced while markets are still developing risk limiting, rather than 

expanding, opportunity and the public good. In a well functioning technological 

environment we should need fewer, not more, exceptions.”  

Angela Mills Wade continued: “The report acknowledges the importance of copyright 

in fuelling – not hindering - a content-rich digital economy.  This digital rights 

exchange idea has the potential to benefit everyone in the copyright chain – creators, 

producers and distributors along with citizens and all consumers of digital content and 

services. We call on the Government to move this proposal forward quickly.” 

 

For further information, contact Heidi Lambert on Tel: +44 7932 141291 or Angela 

Mills Wade on Tel: +44 1865 310732 

 

Note to Editors: 

 

EPC Digital Assembly Project: 

“The Answer to the Machine is in the Machine” 

Launch: 17 June, Autoworld, Brussels 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/daa/index_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/cf/dae1009/item-display.cfm?id=5256  

Full details: http://www.epceurope.org; http://www.epceurope.org/factsheets/the-

answer-to-the-machine-is-in-the-machine-faqs.shtml  

 

EPC Members: 

Mr. Francisco Pinto Balsemão, Chairman and CEO, Impresa, Portugal    

Ms. Sly Bailey, Chief Executive, Trinity Mirror plc, UK   

Dr. Carlo de Benedetti, Chairman, Gruppo Editoriale L'Espresso, Italy   

Mr. Jonas Bonnier, CEO, The Bonnier Group, Sweden   

Mr. Oscar Bronner, Publisher & Editor in Chief, Der Standard, Austria    

Ms. Rebekah Brooks, Chief Executive Officer, News International Ltd, UK   

Mr. Bernd Buchholz, Chief Executive, Gruner + Jahr, Germany   

Dr. Hubert Burda, Chairman and CEO, Burda Media, Germany   

Mr. Juan Luis Cebrian, CEO, Groupo Prisa, Spain    

Dr. Mathias Döpfner, Chief Executive, Axel Springer AG, Germany   

Mr. Erik Engstrom, Chief Executive, Reed Elsevier    

Ms. Rona Fairhead, Chief Executive, Financial Times Group, UK   

Mr. Tom Glocer, Chief Executive, Thomson Reuters    

Dr. Stefan von Holtzbrinck, President and Chairman of the Executive Board, 

Verlagsgruppe Georg von Holtzbrinck GmbH, Germany   

Mr. Harri-Pekka Kaukonen, CEO, Sanoma Corporation, Finland   

Mr. Steffen Kragh, President and CEO, The Egmont Group, Denmark 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Mr. Murdoch MacLennan, Chief Executive, Telegraph Media Group Ltd, UK   

Mr Andrew Miller, Chief Executive, Guardian Media Group, UK   

Mr. James Murdoch, Chairman and CEO, News Corporation, Europe and Asia    

Mr. Piotr Niemczycki, CEO, Agora, Poland   

Sir Anthony O'Reilly, President Emeritus, Independent News & Media PLC, 

Ireland    

Mr. Antonello Perricone, CEO, RCS Media Group SpA, Italy   

Mr. Panayotis Psycharis, CEO, Lambrakis Press Group, Greece   

Mr. Didier Quillot, Chairman and CEO, Lagardère Active, France   

Mr. Michael Ringier, President, Ringier, Switzerland    

The Rt. Hon. The Viscount Rothermere, Chairman, Daily Mail and General Trust, 

UK    

Mr. Rolv Erik Ryssdal, CEO, Schibsted, Norway   

Mr. Christian Van Thillo, Chief Executive, De Persgroep, Belgium   

Mr. Jose Manuel Vargas, CEO, Vocento, Spain 
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